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Chairman’s Chatter 
One of the joys of being Chairman is that every day that I work at the Club I learn something new. 
I am now a qualified Swarfega fitter, as Mr George  White has given me a step by step guide as to 
how to change the empty storage cartridge with a new one, needing a special tool, plenty of 
energy to lift and fit the new cartridge with a sharp slam to close the holder afterwards, so you will all be glad to 
know that we can wash our oiled hands now so easily and effectively. 
 
The other day I learnt all about the law requirements for holding a Club vote about changing the Club’s Articles of 
Association, as I want everyone to have the chance to choose who they want as their Chairman at the forthcoming 
AGM. 
 
We, that is the Committee, need the Club’s membership to agree what name we need to call the new Wheel Chair 
Carriage, when it arrives later this month. We cannot stick with its description as a name, so as a joke I suggested 
we call her Gladys!   Any suggestions will be welcome. Please let me know your suggestions. 
 
Finally before Brexit bugs  us all, we desperately need someone to stand up and offer to head up as Open Weekend 
Organiser; we have helpers, but there is a need for an organiser, as sadly Michael Richardson is in hospital with a 
heart problem. Hope it all comes OK for you, Michael, and we will see you soon.    
 
We cannot hold an event like this without someone in charge!  Members, the choice is yours;  help out or lose it. 
Hope to see you all at the AGM.                        Robin Duys. 
 

 
 
So, you thought it was all hard work and no play! Wives 
and ladies – this is what they get up to! 
 
Why is Roy on a table of his own and who wanted to see 
Malcolm’s tongue? 
 
 

February Club Evening 
On Thursday evening the 21st February we held this year’s Jumble Sale of fantastic junk that one wants to get rid of, 
and is someone else’s treasure! 
 
There were, micrometers, drills small, tiny, and large, heavy duty sanders, gas regulator, foot pumps, coffee maker, 
books, an engine, plans, linishing machine, lump of copper, electronic bits and bobs, taps and dies, an empty 
wooden box, and many other exciting items. 
 
Maestro George was the auctioneer who would not take no for an answer, and managed to create an atmosphere 
of desperate desire to own so much of this tat, that at the end we were able to get rid of 27 items yielding a 
generous sum of £42.50 to club funds. A big thank you to those generous souls who came and spent so freely, and 
to George for his undoubted skill. 
 
There was a lot of fun and many jokes of all types. Robin Duys 
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March Club Evening – a talk by Alan Bridger 
 
Alan gave an excellent talk on his 17-year restoration of a Midland Railway 32 foot long 3-axle Party Saloon. This he 
started when he bought a grounded body from the garden of a bungalow in Shirley, and had it transported back to 
Somerset in 1998. 
 
It was substantially complete, with many original features thankfully still present, a little rot in the base of the 

frames, and in the roof at one end where it had been under dripping 
trees. 
 
He started with the framing, scarfing iroko to replace rotted 
sections of ends of the original oak framing, and bonding new 
Gaboon marine ply to replace the mahogany outer planking that 
had rotted. However, 
enough of the outer mahogany beading survived to enable more to 
be made from the best bits of the mahogany planking to the same 
pattern. 
  
The inside of a Party Saloon is relatively simple, in that there is one 

large open saloon, with a WC at one end, and an attendants compartment at the other end (often used as a bar!). 
Inward facing 
seating ran down both sides. Under the beading was found remains of the original Lincrusta wall covering (think 
embossed lino with quite intricate 2 or 3mm deep patterns): this was reproduced with the help of Cardiff University 
who scanned and digitised a sample, and then made a 3D-printed 6-inch tile (then a rare process in 2007). From 
this moulds were made and polyurethane was cast into the moulds, then bonded together to make enough for 
covering all the walls. 
 
Someone then donated the remains of a wash basin stand that was thought to be about right: it turned out to fit 
exactly into the space for it. The copper basin was sourced and replated in nickel. The toilet bowl was an ebay find! 
 
Meanwhile a "Stove R" wagon was bought from Peak Loco Group at Swanley. The body was removed, the frames 
stripped, cleaned, grit blasted, and painted. By using timber headstocks bolted onto the ends, the 6-inch too short 
underframes were made to fit. Patterns for new buffer stocks were made, then cast. 
 
 
The body was transported to Swanwick in 2012, and immediately mated to the frames (and it fitted!).  
 
A Midland railway drawing of carriage roof lamps matched the holes in the roof, so reproduction lamp bodies were 
made in aluminium, with the glass bowls being sourced from eastern Europe. 
 
It was then discovered that using GRP for the roof is incompatible with a timber body (as they have different 
expansion ratios in the wet), so the roof was stripped and replaced with canvas bedded in Williamsons Roofing 
Compound (linseed oil based). 
 
The paint layers inside were examined to determine the original colours: a pale grey pink with vermillion lining. This 
was applied on the inside, together with stencilling to the original 
pattern. 
 
The benches were made by Ian Sarks of Sleaford in Lincolnshire, 
and upholstered by Trent Upholseries. 
 
The outside is painted in Crimson Lake, with black beading, and 
gold leaf lining, and looks stunning.  The carriage has been gifted 
to the Midland Railway Trust and now runs as part of their vintage 
rolling stock set.  
Roger Hill Cottingham 



 

Club Clothing 
 
I will be placing the order for club clothing etc next week. If you require anything please let 
me know by Monday 25th March latest.   

The following items are available: 

Polo Shirts in Royal Blue with Embroidered Bath & West Logo.b£15.34 each. Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL 
Sweat Shirts in Royal Blue with Embroidered Bath & West Logo. £14.92 each Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL 
Bath & West Railway Baseball Caps. £4.95 each. 
Bath & West Railway Sew-on-Patch. £5.20 each. (Bath & West logo embroidered on a denim patch) 
Personalised Hi-Vis Vest (Orange). £12.50 each. (TBC when I order the Hi-Vis Vests from supplier). Bath & West 
Railway logo embroidered in colour on front with member’s own name embroidered in black under logo. 
B & W R Cap Badge in Brass for Grease Top type Caps. £10.99 each. 
Please email me lipscombe@btinternet.com with order. Payment not required until receipt of goods.  

Roy Lipscombe 

 

 

Welcome to our new members!  

Pete Carter, Corston, Bath.               Gareth Evans, Chippenham.                              

Matt Harrington, East Coker             Jayne Evans Paulton 

 
We hope you enjoy joining in with all the activities. 
 
 

Membership renewals 
 
Your membership needs renewing due before the end of the month, so don’t hesitate – do it now!  
 
Note that as before, those of you who do not renew before the AGM will not be permitted to vote. Anne Malleson 
 
 

Breathalyser  
 
A warning to all, be careful about drink driving as Somerset Police 
are out there checking on people. 
 
Last night I was out for a few cheeky drinks. One thing lead to 
another and I had a few too many Belgian beers and then went onto 
the Jamesons. 
 
Not a good idea. Knowing I was over the limit, I took a bus home. 
Sure enough, I passed a Police checkpoint at Farrington Way where 
they were pulling over drivers and performing breathalyser tests. 
 
Because I was in a bus they just waved it past. I arrived home safely and without incident, which was a real surprise 
as I've never driven a Double Decker before and I am not even sure where I got it from.                      Stuart Bond  
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Model engineering: Micro, Macro, Meccano.  

This exhibition runs from February 1st to the end of April. 
 
The displays include working and static models of all kinds from 
railway engines the size of your little finger, to a 6” scale model 
traction engine built by the late Ron Torr from Gurney Slade. 
There will be models of Somerset & Dorset railway locomotives and 
rolling stock, coal mining machinery, stationary engines of different 
kinds, aeroplanes from two world wars, and the Titfield Thunderbolt, 
which was last seen on the Camerton branch line. 
 
It is hoped that there will also be model making demonstrations, 
including Meccano with which visitors can participate.  

 
 

 
A Watertower  
 
When your galvanised water tank starts to spurt water like the “Brussels Manneken Pis” 
surely is the time to start thinking about the future! 
 
So out of the blue rode this knight in dirty armour, and designed a stunning structure 
strong enough to hold up the Eiffel Tower which would only take 30minutes to make.  It 
would take too many men to move, so it had to be built in sections and man handled to 
its new secret home. But wait, it has not got one yet! 
 
Then the idea was born all we need to do is take the wall down, and our knight in dirty 
armour drove his bulldozer, which he just had at home “for the gardening”, and in an 
astonishing ballet of digging, hewed a footprint the size of a small garage in the clay soil 
into the waiting permanent way wagon, which itself had been modified to enable tons 
of spoil to be easily tipped out of sight.  
 
Next we needed a man with an endless supply of “dirt” which came ready mixed, but could not be near enough the 
footprint! So we played “merry go rounds” with wheelbarrows, leaving dirt everywhere!  
 

 
When it was set, another generous guy appeared with two armour protected “poison tanks” which sat on top of 
the tower, and underneath we could hide bottles of “hot air” to keep us all warm during the cold winters! 
So with the expenditure of a lot of sweat and strange words, a new feature has arrived, and we can now have fun 
destroying the old water tank, unless anyone wants to take it home... Robin Duys  
 



 

From Bouncing Bombs to Concorde.   

Written by Robert Gardner.  Published by Sutton Publishing. ISBN. 0-7509-

4389-0  

The Authorised Biography of Aviation Pioneer Sir George Edwards OM. 

From 1945 to 1975 George Edwards was the dominant figure in British civil 

and military aviation.  His name is synonymous with the Vickers Viscount, 

the world's first turboprop airliner which bridged the gap between piston-engined and pure jet aircraft, and 

Concorde, for which he led the British team throughout its formative period to customer delivery. 

The book relates wartime rows with Barnes Wallis, his admiration for great aircraft designers Mitchell (Spitfire), and 

Chadwick (Lancaster), his latter day encounters with American airline moguls such as Howard Hughes, and his 

devotion to solving the aerodynamic challenges of new aeroplanes. 

Edwards joined Vickers Aviation Company as a design draughtsman in 1935.  During WW2 he worked closely with 

Barnes Wallis, and was responsible for making the dam busters' famous bouncing bombs bounce through his 

fondness for cricket and understanding of the aerodynamics of a spinning cricket ball.  After the war, as chief 

designer at Vickers he designed Britain's first V-bomber, the Valiant, delivered to the RAF in just four years.  He 

then took the lead in the most ambitious military aircraft of the period, the TSR2 until it was controversially 

cancelled in 1965.  Against this setback, successes included VC10, the BAC One-Eleven and Concorde. 

His patience and perseverance in dealing with politicians and his counterparts across the Channel were critical in 

the development of Concorde. 

During his career, Edwards received almost every honour the aviation world could bestow in Britain and North 

America.  He was knighted in 1957, and in 1971 was appointed to the exclusive Order of Merit.  He died in 2003 

aged 94.  Following his death, one of his colleagues, Sir Richard Evans, one time Chairman of British Aerospace and 

BAE Systems wrote:- 

The working life of George Edwards covered the most productive, ambitious and sometimes politically wasteful  

period of aircraft design and development in Great Britain.  During this time he became part of the fabric of British 

aviation, and his influence was, and continues to be widely felt.  His career began with the biplane and ended with 

Concorde, and in between were the highs and lows as the world struggled to come to terms with the technology 

revolution that rapid progress in the design of aircraft, systems and engines brought about. 

David Hale. 

  

Upcoming events for your diary: 

April 13th    AGM in Clubhouse at 2pm 

April 27th – 28th   Open Weekend Free rides all day, visiting locos, loads of fun, tell everyone 

May 16th  Steam up and Barbecue at the track 

May 29th/30th/31st and June 1st  Main Show 

 

  



Tunnel  
After various ideas of tunnels have been looked at and either 

rejected or liked the committee do like the idea of this one. 

Drawings show the cross section of the construction and the 

entry portals. For more detail come and look at the 

proposed designs on the club notice board. 

Costs and labour are being kept pretty low at approx. £5000 and there will be no 

barrowloads of cement being moved due to the use of Postcrete. 

 We have yet to receive permission 

from the B&W to proceed and of 

course we would welcome your 

approval or otherwise. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storage 

As shown the elevated storage track designed by Dave Ashworth and constructed largely by Dave and Brian Wilson 
with help from others. The track is used by winching the carriages up a 6 degree slope and then winching the lower 
end to the horizontal. This means we can get two rakes of coaches where normally there would be one. The Picture 
shows the load bearing rakes made by David Hale in position.  
 
 

The plan is to have two of these devices 
and by the time you receive this 
newsletter they may well be finished.   

 


